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I submitted that two men, wearing a respectable dress; walk-
ing quietly along the main street at 9.30 p.m., stopping when
questioned, protesting that they were returning from the gardens
and were on their way home, which was not seven minutes1 walk
from the place where they were stopped, that one of them was a
clerk and the other a teacher (as was the case with the two un-
fortunate boys), may be given the benefit of the ordinary presump-
tion. I submitted further that in cases like this the police might, If
they suspected, see their charge safely home. But, even if that
could not be done, they might be treated as respectable men under
custody and not be prejudged to be thieves and robbers. The
remarks about dress and religion and name might conveniently
be postponed till they could be proved to be hypocrites,
About a year ago I was travelling from Standerton to Dur-
ban. Two of my fellow-passengers were suspected to be thieves.
Their luggage, and with theirs mine also, because 1 was in the
same compartment, was examined at Volksrust, and a detective
was placed in the compartment. They could offer a glass of
whisky to the Landdrost1, who came to examine the luggage and
talk to the detective as gentlemen and on equal terms, presum-
ably because they were respectably dressed and were first-class
passengers. The detective did not prejudge them. I "must not omit
to mention that they were Europeans. The detective all the way
through was sorry that he had to perform the unpleasant duty.
May I plead for the same treatment in cases like that of the un-
fortunate boys? Instead of the cell they might have been, given
some other place to He in. They might have been given cleim
blankets to lie on if the ceil could not be avoided. The constables
might have spoken to them kindly. Had this been done the
case would never have come before the Magistrate,
I venture to take exception to the Superintendent's state-
ment that "these young upstarts elected to be locked up all night
in preference to bail". The reverse is the truth. They offered bail
and it was refused during the night. The Magistrate was not
pleased with this treatment. They renewed their request to be
bailed out in the morning. The request of the second defendant
was granted. The constable refused to bail out the first. Against
his name was marked: "not to be released". The book containing
that remark was produced in the Court. Later, he was released at
the instance of Inspector Benny, who promptly remedied the
mistake as soon as he came to know of it,
l South African judge, also inspector or officer